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Information sheet - Carbon inequality

In September 2020 Oxfam published a report called “CONFRONTING CARBON INEQUALITY”, in which it explains that, despite sharp falls in carbon emissions in 2020 linked to the COVID-19 pandemic, the climate crisis – which is driven by the accumulation of gas emissions in the atmosphere over time – continued to grow. 
The report describes new research that shows how extreme carbon inequality in recent decades has brought the world to the climate brink, serving as a reminder that the world stands very close to exceeding the 1.5oC goal of the Paris Agreement.

This table shows the cumulative emissions of CO₂ from 2000 to 2015 per % world population in terms of wealth. Cumulative emissions are the running sum of CO₂ emissions produced from fossil fuels and industry since 1750.
	% World population in terms of wealth
	Cumulative Emissions (GtCO2)/ year

	
	2000
	2005
	2010
	2015

	Bottom 50%
	20
	30
	42
	55

	Middle 40%
	102
	155
	221
	298

	Next 9%
	95
	146
	201
	259

	Next 1%
	26
	59
	84
	110

	Table 1 – data from Stockholm Environment Institute https://www.sei.org



· The cumulative emissions are measured in Gt CO₂ (Gt is gigatonne, 1 Gt is 1,000,000,000 metric tonnes.
· % World population in terms of wealth:
The bottom 50% of the population have a 1% share of the world’s wealth.
The middle 40% have a 14% share of the world’s wealth.
The next 9% have 45% of the wealth.
The next 1% have 40% of the world’s wealth. 
(Global Wealth Report 2022, Credit Suisse Research institute).



 Stacked graph showing cumulative emissions of CO₂ from 2000 to 2015 for different brackets of worlds population in relation to their wealth.  
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