Be the Change school assembly script
Slide 2

Fairtrade Fortnight is our annual celebration of all things Fairtrade, whilst raising awareness for the need for fairer trade to support farmers in lower income countries.  
And this year is an extra special Fairtrade Fortnight because we are celebrating 30 years of the Fairtrade movement in the UK. 
Whether you are a pupil, teacher, shopper or politician, we can all be the change this Fairtrade Fortnight, by joining the global Fairtrade movement to change trade for the better. 

30 years of Fairtrade have meant a lot to farmers, giving them more power and driving real change in their communities.  

But every day, farmers around the world tell us it’s harder than ever to grow the products we love – like bananas and chocolate – because of unfair trading practices and the impacts of climate change.  
 
Without Fairtrade, farmers in lower income countries can’t afford to put food on the table, send their children to school, cover their farm costs, and adapt to the changing climate.  

This year, we are asking everyone to ‘Be the Change’. 
It’s more than just being aware. It’s about an active choice to support Fairtrade farmers and workers around the world, wherever possible, to ensure they can earn a fairer wage.
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Let me tell you a bit more about a Fairtrade farmer and how Fairtrade has impacted his life.
Dabilla is a Fairtrade cocoa farmer in Côte d’Ivoire. He has been a cocoa farmer for over 30 years.
Farmers who grow the cocoa we love can earn as little as 80p per day. It’s just not enough to meet their basic needs. 
But with Fairtrade, Dabilla’s gets a Fairtrade Minimum Price for his cocoa and a Fairtrade Premium with which his community was able to build a school, canteen and install a water pump. Most of Dabilla’s children attended this school.
Dabilla tells us:
‘I did not have the chance to continue my studies, but with Fairtrade and our plantations, I can pay for the children's studies. This is my pride, because the children are the future.’ 
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What can you do?
Why don’t you contact your MP and ask them to ‘Be the Change’?
[A Member of Parliament (MP) is a local person that represent the interests of people in an area in Parliament].
Every day MPs receive emails, letters and phone calls from people that want to ask them questions or find out things.
Anyone can contact their local MP. 
Why don't you contact them and ask them to Be the Change and commit to fairer trade, so that farmers can fight climate change and earn enough to support their families and communities.
You don't need to be an expert to speak with your MP on a cause you care about. But be clear about what you want to discuss.
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5 steps on How to engage your MP
Step 1: Find out who your MP is
Find out who they are, their contact details, and if they prefer letters or emails
Step 2: What You Need to Know 
You don't need to be an expert to speak with your MP on a cause you care about. But be clear about what you want to discuss. Make sure you have the facts and figures to back up your points. 
Step 3: Write a Persuasive Email 
Keep it short and to the point. Explain who you are, what the issue is, and what action you want them to take. Personal stories can make a big impact! 
Slide 6
Step 4: Schedule a Meeting 
Face-to-face conversations can be very powerful. Maybe you could invite them into school?
 Be polite and persistent! 
Step 5: Follow Up 
After your meeting or sending your email, don't forget to follow up. Thank them for their time and ask for updates on the issue. This shows you're serious and committed. 
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And that's it!
Five simple steps to engage your MP and make your voice heard.
Remember, your opinion matters and can lead to real change.  
This is a picture of Former MP for Colne Valley Jason McCartney opening the Fair and Funky Fairtrade schools conference in 2023.
Just one of many examples of Fairtrade Schools getting Fairtrade on the agenda of their local MP!
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These farmers are Foncho, a banana farmer from Colombia and Yeo, a shea nut producer from Côte d’Ivoire.
Foncho tells us:
“Thanks to the Fairtrade Premium, my son went to university and is now a business manager. I’m trying to ensure that my children know everything about the business and how everything works, including Fairtrade. The love we have for this little plot of land is immense. It meant my children could study and share their knowledge with the country.”
[bookmark: _Int_hTPeW4na]With the support of Fairtrade, Yeos’s co-operative uses less firewood by using the residue of the shea butter to light the cooking fire and dry the shea butter – they no longer need to cut down trees. Protecting the environment.

When you choose Fairtrade, you help ensure farmers receive a fairer price for what they grow.
When you choose Fairtrade, farmers can give their kids the opportunities they deserve.
When you choose Fairtrade, farmers can unite in the fight against climate change.









