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The revised Fairtrade Trade Standard, Fairtrade Standard for Fibre Crops and 
Geographical Scope Policy are the result of the technical implementation of the 
Fairtrade Sourcing Programs (FSP) model for cotton. This model was approved by 
the Fairtrade International Board on 3 occasions (June 27th 2012, October 17th 2012 
and January 2013) and is focussed on increasing Fairtrade cotton sales for farmer 
groups through corporate sourcing communications by cotton brand owners and 
retailers. 
 
The FSP model was developed as an alternative to the current Fairtrade cotton 
product certification model; with the new model focussing on commodity sourcing 
rather than product labelling, therefore addressing some of the difficulties present in 
the current model.  
 
The Standard and policy changes detailed below are intended to reflect the 
characteristics of the FSP cotton model approved by the Fairtrade International Board. 
They are based on wide ranging consultations with all relevant internal and external 
stakeholders and are intended to underpin the new FSP cotton model with a 
Standards and Policy framework enabling the model to become an operational reality. 
 
The following decisions were taken by the Standards Committee on March 19th, 2014: 
 

 Physical traceability is not required for activities carried out by spinners 

and all subsequent operators under the FSP cotton model. These 

operators will need to maintain documentary traceability and ensure that 

Fairtrade inputs correspond to Fairtrade operators’ outputs (mass balance 

approach). For spinners in particular, they will be allowed to use conventional 

yarn to process sales orders of Fairtrade cotton for FSP customers as long as 

the spinner has signed a purchase contract for the corresponding Fairtrade 

cotton lint with a ginner. In order for the Fairtrade status of the cotton to be 

maintained, this corresponding Fairtrade cotton lint must be physically delivered 

to the spinner within 6 months of the Fairtrade equivalent yarn being sent for 

delivery by the spinner. Ginners and producer groups in FSP cotton supply 

chains will need to maintain physical traceability of Fairtrade cotton. 

 



 

 
 

   

 Demonstration of efforts to comply with social indicators is not required 

for spinners and all subsequent operators in FSP cotton supply chains. 

Responsibility for upholding social compliance for FSP cotton supply chains will 

lie with licensees (brand owners or retailers). Ginners and producer groups in 

FSP cotton supply chains will need to continue demonstration of efforts to 

comply with social indicators. 

 

 All operators in FSP cotton supply chains (from producer group up to and 

including brand owner licensees) will be required to report their 

purchases, sales and stocks of FSP cotton products. In order to ensure that 

volumes of cotton are effectively tracked through supply chains, the Fairtrade 

system will be implementing a remote volume tracking system for all operators 

to report into. This tracking will enable brand owner licensees to make external 

communication claims on their level of Fairtrade cotton sourcing following 

auditor verification. Further details, training and communication of the 

requirements of FSP cotton reporting and volume tracking will follow in autumn 

2014.  

 
The following decisions were taken by the Fairtrade International Board on June 11th, 
2014 and the Standards Committee on June 18th, 2014: 
 

 The Geographical Scope Policy of Fairtrade is amended so that Chinese-

based spinners and subsequent supply chain operators (excluding 

licensees) are allowed to be a part of FSP cotton supply chains. These 

operators will be required to report their purchases, sales and stocks of 

Fairtrade cotton to the aforementioned volume tracking system. Spinners will be 

physically audited by FLO-CERT to ensure mass balance requirements are 

correctly adhered to. If these operators are also the payer of the Fairtrade 

minimum price and premium, they will also be physically audited by FLO-CERT 

to ensure that the relevant Standard requirements have been adhered to. FLO-

CERT also reserves the right to physically audit any of these operators against 

mass balance or price and premium criteria, although this will not be a regular, 

annual process.  

The new amendments detailed above come into force on July 16th, 2014. This 
means they will apply to contracts signed on or after July 16th, 2014.  
 
For more details, please refer to the Trade Standard, Fibre Crops Standard and 

Geographical Scope Policy, available on the Fairtrade International website at: 

http://www.fairtrade.net/our-standards.html. 
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