
 

Consultation Results Synopsis  
Summarised Version 

 
Information to Stakeholders on the Outcome of the  

Draft Standards Consultation 
Review of the Trade Standard – Advanced section 

  

To Fairtrade stakeholders 

Consultation Period  10.07.2013 – 5.10. 2013  
Project Manager Contact 
Details 

Ruth Fernández Audera and Fabienne Yver  

standards@fairtrade.net 

  
1. Introduction ..................................................................................................................... 1  
2. Overview of the Trade Standard Review ........................................................................ 1  
3. Consultation Process ...................................................................................................... 2  
4. Findings .......................................................................................................................... 2  
5. Way Forward ................................................................................................................... 3  
 
This document summarises the main outcomes of the consultation. A more comprehensive 
compilation of the feedback received is available on our website, under the following link: 
http://www.fairtrade.net/fileadmin/user_upload/content/2009/standards/documents/2014-02-
10_EN_TS_Advanced_ConsultationSynopsis.pdf 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Fairtrade International’s Standards Unit (SU) would like to thank all stakeholders for the 
time and effort they have put into participating in the consultation on the Fairtrade Trade 
Standard - Advanced section. The consultation concluded on October 5th with a total of 
77 participating stakeholders who gave Fairtrade International’s SU their views and 
perspectives. Thanks to these replies, SU has gained a good understanding of critical 
issues and concerns including potential solutions which will form the basis for further 
work on the standard. This document aims to present the outcome of the consultation in 
the most transparent way possible without disclosing confidential stakeholder 
information. 
 
Should you have any queries or remarks concerning this report, please contact 
the Project Manager, Ruth Fernández Audera or Fabienne Yver at: 
standards@fairtrade.net  
 
 
2. Overview of the Trade Standard Review- Advanced section 
 
2.1 The background of the Fairtrade Trade Standard Review –Advanced section:  
● The Trade Standard was first introduced in February 2009. Since then, it has undergone 

a few amendments related to the traceability, the use of the Fairtrade mark, and the 
format change in line with the New Standards Framework project.  

● The current review is the first full-scale revision of the Fairtrade Trade Standard after 4 
years of application; it started with a pre-consultation process, in order to define the 
strategic approach for the review.  

mailto:standards@fairtrade.net
http://www.fairtrade.net/fileadmin/user_upload/content/2009/standards/documents/2014-02-10_EN_TS_Advanced_ConsultationSynopsis.pdf
http://www.fairtrade.net/fileadmin/user_upload/content/2009/standards/documents/2014-02-10_EN_TS_Advanced_ConsultationSynopsis.pdf
mailto:standards@fairtrade.net


● This process led to the concept of a Core and an Advanced section. The Core section 
defines basic requirements compulsory to all stakeholders, and the advanced section 
would be facultative, and would serve to certify those who go beyond the minimum in 
terms of ethical trade practices. The Advanced section is a proposed new section within 
the Fairtrade Trade Standard. 

This synopsis paper contains only the feedback on the Advanced section. 
 
2.2 The objectives of introducing an Advanced section within the Fairtrade Trade 
Standard are to: 
● Encourage operators to go beyond a minimum compliance to create even fairer trading 

conditions, to deliver enhanced development assistance to producers, and to further 
improve operators’ own business practices; and 

● Recognize and differentiate those commercial operators that are already doing more than 
what the current Standard requires 

 
2.3 Project scope of the Advanced section:  
● It covers all regions and all products.  
● Is open to any certified operator that chooses to exceed what is mandatory 
● Is voluntary 
 
 
3. The consultation process of the Fairtrade Trade Standard Review- Advanced 
section: 
 
3.1 Participants: 
 
Around 3,000 stakeholders received the public consultation document on the review of the 
Trade Standard. Approximately 77 (2.56%) responded fully the Advanced section 
questionnaire.  Responses came from producers, traders, retailers, NGOs, national Fairtrade 
organizations, Fairtrade International and FLO-CERT. In addition, several workshops in the 
Global North and South were conducted with producers, traders, and FLO-CERT. 
 
4.  Findings: 
 
The new Trade Standard Framework received mixed feedback. Although the 
encouragement for traders to going beyond compliance was well received, there was 
scepticism that the perceived benefits from compliance with the Advanced section of the 
standard would overweight its certification and compliance costs. 
 
In general terms although there was a positive feedback on the individual requirements put 
forward, there was less acceptance on the model itself and on some requirements where the 
link between the requirement and the objective was less clear.   Moreover, the perceived 
benefits of the Advanced section may not outweigh the perceived costs of compliance, 
reducing with this the incentive and subsequently the number of operators that may want to 
apply for it. In the online survey the number of traders that would not apply voluntarily to the 
standard or that is unsure (17) exceeds the number of traders that would voluntary choose to 
comply with the Advanced section (15).  Besides, it is not clear whether the current proposal 
is appealing for those commercial operators that are already doing more than what the 
current Standard requires and would like to be recognized through their compliance with the 
Advanced Section. The number of FTOs that were involved in the consultation (online and 
through workshops) was very limited and their feedback was also mixed. During the 
consultation, other non-standards related tools were mentioned that could perhaps achieve 
the objectives set for the Advance section in a simple and cheaper way (for example, the 



use of “feedback” platforms that could provide information about the trading practices of the 
business partners). Although indeed these soft tools could achieve some of the objectives 
set by the Trade Standard, they could not offer the same assurance that the current 
Standards offer. 
 
In terms of the different requirements, the feedback provided online and through the 
workshops was very useful and will greatly contribute to the improvement of the draft. There 
was a level of surprise to see some requirements that are thought to be cornerstones of 
Fairtrade as part of voluntary requirements; like pre-financing, provision of a sourcing plan or 
compliance with ILO core conventions (NOTE: pre-finance and sourcing plans,  as 
understood in current Trade Standard,  are indeed covered in the core mandatory section of 
the draft standard. This proposed new voluntary section only reflects advanced steps for 
these requirements)  
 
Finally, from a methodological point of view, the design of the online survey did not provide 
adequate space for respondents to elaborate on the rationale of their responses for every 
requirement and therefore the analysis carried out faced several limitations. However, the 
general trends were confirmed in the different workshops.  
 
5. Way Forward 
 
Taking in consideration the feedback received, which does not all lead to clear 
recommendations, further research on proposals will be carried out. These proposals will be 
included in the second round of consultation of the Fairtrade Trade Standard. This will lead 
to a new proposal, which Standards Unit aims to submit to the Standards Committee for 
approval by September 2014. 
 
March – July 2012 Research 

September 2012 – June 
2013 

Pre-consultation engagement with stakeholders: Discussions with 
producers and traders, senior management of the Fairtrade system 
and the Standards Committee to refine proposal for consultation.  

July  –  September 2013 Public consultation questionnaire for the Advanced section only 
and regional workshops with producers. 

September – October, 2013 Analysis of the consultation results  

November 2013 Standards Committee guidance. 

January – March 2014 Further research and engagement with technical experts 

April – May  2014 Second round of consultation 

September 2014 Standards Committee approval of the new Trade Standard 

Oct 2013 -  March 2015 Publication and preparation of implementation 

April 2015 (estimate) Implementation of new Trade Standard in audits 

 


