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The Standards at a glance 
 
Who it is for: Fairtrade flower 
producers, traders and retailers  

Key changes:  When Fairtrade fillers 
are not available, non-Fairtrade 
certified fillers can be included in up to 
25% of a Fairtrade flower bouquet.  

Aim: To allow for more variety in 
Fairtrade flower bouquets to ultimately 
increase Fairtrade sales. 

Scope: Global 

Valid from: 25  March 2013 

Where to get a copy:    

www.fairtrade.net/standards.html 

 

 

New Rules for Fairtrade Flower Bouquets  
 

The Challenge… 
The 2012 Fairtrade International monitoring report shows that 

flowers and plants are among the four largest Fairtrade products 

according to sales income received by producer organizations. 

Since Fairtrade flowers and plants sales have increased in recent 

years in consumer countries, workers at Fairtrade flower farms 

have benefitted from improved working conditions and Fairtrade 

Premium projects. However, on average, flowers and plants 

producer organizations are only selling around 20% of their goods 

on Fairtrade terms. This means that Fairtrade certified flower farms 

have the capacity to sell much more under Fairtrade terms, but 

they are not finding enough buyers to fulfill their potential.  

Up to now, Fairtrade flowers have mainly been sold as single 

stems or in bunches (several flowers of the same type), the most 

popular being roses. Whilst sales have rocketed in some consumer 

markets, growth in others has been minimal. National Fairtrade 

organizations recognized that there was an opportunity to increase 

variety and consumer interest in Fairtrade flowers through bouquets 

– combinations of different varieties of flowers and fillers (any type 

of cut foliage or greens used to “fill” the space between the flowers).   

The flower bouquet market is large and has a huge potential for 

Fairtrade producers. But constantly changing consumer tastes and a 

demand for variety mean that many different of types of flowers and fillers have to be readily available. 

Until now the Fairtrade Standard has required 100% of the content of the bouquets to be Fairtrade 

certified (although some exceptions were granted).  While Fairtrade producers have mostly focused on 

growing roses, very few grow fillers - a necessary component of a flower bouquet. Producers generally 

specialize in limited types of flowers and do not have the capacity to adapt what they grow to the pace of 

changing market demands. It has therefore proven difficult for producers, traders and retailers to create 

flower bouquets which are 100% Fairtrade certified and up-to-date in terms of consumer styles and tastes.  

Recent consultations with flower producers, traders, retailers and national Fairtrade organizations 

confirmed the overall need for more flexible rules to create more opportunities to sell more Fairtrade 

flowers in the bouquet market. The feedback clearly indicated that a change was necessary, but the 

challenge was to find out what degree of flexibility would be optimal for all across the Fairtrade system.  
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Fairtrade responds…  

Flexibility with fillers 

During the consultations participants recognized the difficulty in 

sourcing Fairtrade fillers. Fairtrade International has now addressed 

this issue by introducing a new and more open rule, which allows 

up to 25% of a Fairtrade bouquet to contain non-Fairtrade fillers. If 

non-Fairtrade fillers are used, they can be sourced from any origin, 

providing more flexibility to those who design the Fairtrade 

bouquets, because they could now have more different types of 

fillers to choose from. The aim of these changes is to allow for more 

variety in order to keep and increase consumer interest in Fairtrade 

certified flower bouquets.  

 

Fairtrade producers are prioritized 

The new requirements ensure that Fairtrade producers do not lose out; where Fairtrade certified fillers 

are available, they are to be prioritized over the non-certified equivalent. Together the changes are 

designed to protect Fairtrade certified producers, while providing more opportunities to increase their 

Fairtrade sales. This should ultimately impact the flower farm workers by increasing the Fairtrade 

Premium and boosting their social, environmental and community-based projects.  

 

The exceptions procedure 

In order to use the more open rule it is still necessary to apply for it, since including non-Fairtrade 

fillers is still considered an exception. Licensees as well as producers can apply, and the exceptions 

are granted via the national Fairtrade organizations.  A focus of this procedure is impact monitoring: 

the exceptions procedure ensures that producers, traders, retailers and national Fairtrade 

organizations will work together closely to monitor the impact of these new rules.  

 

For further information about the Standard, please contact: contact Juan Carlos Isaza, project 
manager j.isaza@fairtrade.net  

 

About Fairtrade International: 

Fairtrade International is a global non-profit organization that works with farmers and workers to improve lives through 

fairer trade. We lead the Fairtrade system, develop the Fairtrade Standards and support producers. Fairtrade 

International owns the FAIRTRADE Certification Mark, a registered trademark recognized around the world. Find out 

more at www.fairtrade.net  

 
 


