
  

 

Standard Main Changes  
 

Cane Sugar Standards 
 

The revised Cane Sugar Standard is the result of a Standards Committee decision in July 2010 to lift the ban on retro-certification. This project 
included research, and expert advice from the cane sugar global product manager and other entities within the Fairtrade system.    

This document identifies the key changes made to the Standard and includes a table describing in more detail the extent of the changes made. 

This document does not describe the content of the changes in full detail. This document shall not replace a detailed study of the revised Cane 
Sugar Standard and it is not part of the Standard. 

 

Key changes: 

• The inclusion of a documentary traceability requirement  

• The inclusion of requirements to regulate retro-certification 
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Overview of the revisions: 

This table shows the most important changes:  

 

Standard section   Revisions 

2. Trade This chapter outlines the requirements that you need to comply with when you sell Fairtrade products.   

2.1 Traceability 
This new requirement is related to documentary traceability, often guided by a national scheme.  Where no national 
scheme exists, it is now the responsibility of the exporter to seek confirmation of the volume of cane supplied by 
each producer organization.      

4. Business and 
Development 

This chapter covers the requirements that are unique to Fairtrade and intends to lay the foundations for producer 
empowerment and development to take place 

4.1.1 Sustaining 
trade 

A sentence has been included in this requirement to ensure that Fairtrade payers/exporters share information with 
producers about the volumes of Fairtrade sugar sold per harvest.   

The requirement to renew sourcing plans a minimum of 3 months before they expire and to share them with 
producers has been removed.  This was done to closer align with industry practices and timelines.    

4.1.2 Sustaining 
trade 

To regulate retro-certification, new requirements have been added.  The requirements outline the sequential steps 
that need to be taken by Fairtrade payers/exporters to ensure that retro-certification works in a transparent way, 
according to the principles of Fairtrade, and by acknowledging national schemes.   

 


